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NEW WRITING WORKSHOPS OFFER CRAFT AND CREATIVE COMMUNITY TO ORLANDO WRITERS
Orlando Writers’ Workshops offers creative writing workshops, retreats and manuscript consultation using the Amherst Writers & Artists method as well as craft workshops for writers with book-length projects in the works. Aspiring and seasoned writers alike will have a new and exciting writing opportunity available to them in January. Writers from all levels and all genres thrive with the use of the Amherst Writers & Artists™ method, pioneered by Pat Schneider (Writing Alone and With Others, Oxford University Press, 2003). While other writing workshops focus on discussion of drafts written prior and brought in for critique, this method effectively uses prompts to stimulate writers’ imaginations and produce fresh work during the workshop session.  
WORKSHOPS FOR ADULTS IN ORLANDO 
Four workshop sessions will begin in January. Two AWA-method workshops will run for 12 consecutive weeks on Monday evenings from 6:30p.m.to 9 p.m and Thursday afternoons from 11:30a.m.-2pm. Two Book Project workshops for writers working on a book-length manuscript will run for nine consecutive weeks and take place on Thursday evenings from 6:30p.m.to 9:30 p.m. and Wednesday mornings from 9a.m.-12 p.m. Private manuscript consultation is also offered. Those interested in either style of workshop are encouraged to sign-up early as spots are filling up quickly. Tuition for a 12 week session of AWA-method workshops is $550; the cost is $595 for the Book Project Workshop. Intensive one-day weekend workshops will take place several times a month. Additionally, membership in a weekly Orlando Writers’ Workshop entitles each participant to a manuscript consultation. Workshops will take place at Infusion Tea locations in College Park and in Thornton Park at the UrbanThink bookstore, as well as Cup o’ Soul in Winter Park.
ORLANDO WRITERS’ WORKSHOP MANUSCRIPT CONSULTATION

One-on-one manuscript consultation is available for writers who have a project underway or who seek consul on applying to graduate creative writing programs, fellowships, grants, or seeking publication. Coaching provides intensive and individualized feedback.
Orlando Writers’ Workshops and Costa Rica Writers’ Retreats are led by Vanessa Blakeslee. A published writer, she has an MFA in Writing from Vermont College of Fine Arts, an MA in English from UCF and a BA in English from Rollins College. Formerly an instructor at Rollins College and UCF, she is an Amherst Writers & Artists affiliate who has extensive experience in creating workshops and retreats where participants leave motivated to write and to publish. 
RETREAT OFFERINGS IN JACO BEACH, COSTA RICA

In May and June 2009, Costa Rica Writers Retreats will launch week-long retreats in Jaco Beach, Costa Rica at the Docelunas Hotel, a 4-star, eco-friendly resort. Beginning and experienced writers from all genres will immerse themselves in the creative process, develop works-in-progress, and listen to talks on craft and publishing by Vermont College of Fine Arts faculty Robin Hemley, Xu Xi, Sue Silverman and retreat leader, Vanessa Blakeslee. Retreat workshops will follow the AWA method.
If you are interested in Orlando Writers Workshops and Costa Rica Writers Retreats, visit: www.orlandowriters.com and www.costaricawriters.com
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