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YOUNG WRITER FAST TRACKS INTO NEW YORK QUARTERLY & OTHER NOTABLE LITERARY MAGAZINES

What happens when a young writer graduates from an intense, two-year stint at one of the best MFA in Writing programs in the United States? 


A recent graduate of the Vermont College of Fine Arts, Maitland writer Vanessa Blakeslee has short stories, poems and craft essays forthcoming in noteworthy literary magazines and journals. Her short story, “The Lung” will appear in the Cimarron Review, a publication which has been cited by Esquire as "one of America's literary roots." Since 1967, notable authors such as Nobel Prize winner Jose Saramago, John Ashbery, Robert Olen Butler, Mark Doty, Diane Wakoski, Tess Gallagher, Richard Shelton, Richard Lyons, Rick Bass, Pam Houston, William Stafford, Paul Muldoon, Grace Schulman, and many others have appeared in the pages of the Cimarron Review. National Book Award Winner Ai currently appears on the masthead.

“The Killdeer,” a poem written in a local Mad About Words workshop taught by award-winning poet Susan Lilley, will appear in the prestigious New York Quarterly in 2009. Rolling Stone has called New York Quarterly “the most important poetry magazine in America.” Founded in 1969, the  magazine has featured the work of emerging poets alongside seasoned veterans of the craft—poets such as Karl Shapiro, Macdonald Carey, Amira Baraka, Richard Eberhart, Jayne Lyn Stahl, Michael McClure, Lyn Lifshin and Charles Bukowski. 


Other stories and poems of Vanessa Blakeslee’s that will be published in notable literary magazines in 2009 include the short story “Ask Jesus” in The Madison Review and poetry in Bellowing Ark and Hidden Oak. 

Previously, Vanessa Blakeslee has taught creative and expository writing at the University of Central Florida and Rollins College, and is a graduate of both institutions. She currently facilitates Orlando Writers Workshops which offer craft and creative community to Central Florida writers. In May and June 2009, she will lead Costa Rica Writers Retreats in Jaco, Costa Rica with award-winning authors Robin Hemley, Xu Xi and Sue Silverman. 
For more on Orlando Writers Workshops, visit:  
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