FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
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COSTA RICA WRITERS’ RETREAT COMBINES STUNNING LOCATION WITH TOP FACULTY

In sponsorship with the Vermont College of Fine Arts, Costa Rica Writers’ Retreats has launched week-long intensive retreats at the luxurious 4-star, eco-friendly Docelunas Resort in Jaco Beach, Costa Rica. Beginning and experienced writers working across all genres will immerse themselves in the tranquil, tropical surroundings and the creative process will begin. Writers will expand their creativity, enhance productivity, build confidence, maximize skills, sharpen craft, develop works-in-progress, and take part in talks on craft and publishing led by Vermont College of Fine Arts faculty. Retreat writing will follow the Amherst Writers & Artists Method™ (AWA). Specially-themed workshops will be offered each week, such as “The First Page,” “The 5 Ps of Fiction,” “Poetry Infusion,” and “Stories, Essays, Poems: Get Published in the LitMags Now.”   
VERMONT COLLEGE FACULTY AND AWARD-WINNING LEADERS

ROBIN HEMLEY is the Director of the Nonfiction Writing Program at the University of Iowa and a 2008 Guggenheim Fellowship award recipient. 
XU XI is the author of seven books of fiction & essays. THE NEW YORK TIMES named her a pioneer writer in English. Awards include an O. Henry prize story, Cohen Award from PLOUGHSHARES for best story, a NYFA fiction fellowship. In 2009, she will be the Bedell Distinguished Visiting Writer at the University of Iowa's nonfiction program. 
SUE WILLIAM SILVERMAN is the author of the memoir, Because I Remember Terror, Father, I Remember You. This book won the Association of Writers and Writing Programs Award Series and is in its 6th printing. Her second memoir is Love Sick: One Woman’s Journey Through Sexual Addiction was made into a Lifetime channel television movie. Sue is featured in the award-winning documentary “Pursuit of Pleasure,” and is associate editor of Fourth Genre: Explorations in Nonfiction. 


Robin Hemley, Xu Xi, and Sue Silverman all serve on the faculty of Vermont College of Fine Arts MFA in Writing Program.

Retreat leader Vanessa Blakeslee is a graduate of the MFA in Writing program at the Vermont College of Fine Arts and has traveled across the globe in her passionate pursuit of literature and creative writing. She has taught expository and creative writing at UCF and Rollins College, and now facilitates Orlando Writers Workshops (www.orlandowriters.com ). She completed the Amherst Writers & Artists Affiliate certification program.  Vanessa Blakeslee’s work is forthcoming in literary magazines nationwide.

Retreats will be held May 16th thru June 13th 2009. 

RETREAT PACKAGE 

A week-long Costa Rica Writers’ Retreat includes 8 days, 7 nights at Docelunas, three daily meals and snacks prepared by [image: image1.png]


a Culinary Institute of America trained chef, all transfers from San Jose airport to Docelunas Resort. Week long writing intensive with Vermont College Faculty and Award Winning Retreat Leaders included.  Cost is $2195.00 for shared accommodations, $2595.00 for singles.
Enrollment is limited and spots fill quickly, register well ahead of the deadline.

For more information, visit www.costaricawriters.com or contact Vanessa Blakeslee at info@costaricawriters.com or 321-274-4329
