 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 24th, 2008
ORLANDO WRITERS’ WORKSHOPS ANNOUNCE 6-WEEK “FAST TRACK TO GETTING PUBLISHED” BOOT CAMP

Start off your New Year “Write” beginning January 25th. Orlando Writers’ Workshops invites you to take part in our Fast Track to Getting Published Weekend Writing Intensive series. Vanessa Blakeslee, workshop facilitator and published writer, is teaching the Fast Track Method to becoming a published writer. Less than six months after completing her MFA in Writing at Vermont College of Fine Arts, Vanessa has Fast Tracked into the publishing world. Her short stories, poems and essays are forthcoming in literary magazines across the country. You too can become a published writer this year. Now is the time for your writing to get published. Because if not now, when?  
Each one-day writing intensive has a unique focus, so choose from those that call to you—and receive a discount when you register for multiple workshops. Get closer to becoming a published author by participating in Orlando Writers’ Workshops. Sharpen your craft and learn the secrets of what it takes to get published in today’s competitive market. Enrollment is limited and pre-registration is required, so reserve your seat today. 
Breakfast/Coffee & Meet and Mingle begins at 9:15 a.m. Workshops take place at the Maitland Garden Club at beautiful Lake Lily Park. All classes begin at 10 a.m. and end at 5 p.m. Lunch will be served and late afternoon refreshments will be served. All inclusive. 

Schedule: 

9:15 a.m. to 10 a.m. Bagels, muffins, coffee and tea; Meet and Mingle 

10 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Morning Workshop Session (11:15 to 11:30 break)
12:45 p.m.-1:30 p.m.: Lunch

1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.: Afternoon Workshop Session I (2:30 to 2:40 break) 
2:40 p.m. to 3:40 p.m.: Afternoon Session II (3:40 to 3:50 break)
3:50 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.: Afternoon Session III
5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sunset at Lake Lily, wine, cheese and refreshments. 
January 25th- Cross-Training, Cross-Genre, AWA-style. A full day of AWA-style writing. Jump start this writing year with our unique cross-genre exercises that will ignite your imagination. You’ll leave with pages of fresh, fiery work in your notebook and new friendships with those who share your love of the written word.  

February 8th-Poetry Powerhouse. Six hours, six new poems. Vanessa has poured through her poetry anthologies, literary magazines, and favorite poets’ books and chapbooks for forms and styles ranging from the sestina to the villanelle to the pantoum. Specially-selected models and exercises will inspire your creativity, sharpen your skills and send you off with poems-in-progress that will showcase your wide range as a poet, your true voice, your artistic genius.
February 22nd-Short Fiction Sprint. Vanessa will share a powerful writing lesson and exercise from an award-winning Vermont College faculty writer and mentor that forever transformed her understanding of the short story form and her own short story craft; her stories catapulted from plot-meandering to resonating, published works in less than a year. This workshop will examine several “model” stories from acclaimed authors, from James Joyce to Alice Munro and others, and will cover common short story writing pitfalls. This powerful exercise steers your story clear of such pitfalls and with practice, can transform your stories from mediocre to spectacular just like Vanessa’s. Vermont College MFA students vie to study underneath this instructor for his expertise and nuts-and-bolts approach; don’t miss your chance to attend this mini-MFA session. We’ll use the exercise for our template and write several times throughout the day, so that you’ll leave with a clear trajectory for a short story in-hand and a new approach to developing the draft into a fleshed-out, gripping short story that’s ready to hit the literary magazines and contests.

March 8th-Creative Non-fiction 100-Yard Dash. This workshop will open with a craft talk which breaks down the broad spectrum of “creative non-fiction.” We’ll examine some examples from famous essay-and-memoirists and devote the rest of the day to writing exercises that tap the memory. You’ll leave with 3-5 nonfiction pieces started ranging from memoir to travel writing, plus a “homework assignment” that has proven a tried-and-true favorite of Vanessa’s expository writing students at Rollins College.

March 22nd - Cross-Training, Cross-Genre, AWA-style. A full day of AWA-style writing. Jump start this writing year with our unique cross-genre exercises that will ignite your imagination. You’ll leave with pages of fresh, fiery work in your notebook and new friendships with those who share your love of the written word. 
April 5th-Literary Magazines & Contests Publishing Panel with special guest editors from the Florida Review and other small presses. You’ve attended our workshops, you’re hard at work on your Pulitzer Prize winner at home, now learn how to dramatically increase your chances of publishing your work and the insider do’s and don’ts about contests, queries, conferences, resources available to Florida writers and more. Q&A session to follow. Leave with your own personalized submission strategy and surprise gift!
Any one Weekend Writing Intensive: $155 (breakfast, lunch and refreshments included) 

Your choice of any two Weekend Writing Intensives: $285 (breakfast, lunch and refreshments included). Only $142.50 per class

Boot Camp for your choice of any three Weekend Writing Intensives: $390 (breakfast, lunch and refreshments included). Only $130.00 per class
Cost for your choice of any four Weekend Writing Intensives: $460 (breakfast, lunch and refreshments included). Only $115.00 per class
Cost for your choice of any five Weekend Writing Intensives: $525 (breakfast, lunch and refreshments included). Only $105.00 per class
Orlando Writers’ Boot Camp Super Value Deal: Sign up for all six sessions and receive a $330.00 dollar savings. Register for the entire six-week series for only $595.00—an incredible value at less than $100.00 per class. 
Visit the website for more exciting details: www.orlandowriters.com
Contact: info@orlandowriters.com or 321-274-4329

